For this edition, we invited students at the DeGroote School of Business in Hamilton, Ontario, to submit articles, the subject materials of which were left to their discretion. This provided a wide variety of topics facing the health system as you will see in this edition. I would like to sincerely thank the students who contributed the following articles with an acknowledgment to the faculty who supported this endeavour. Based on the success of this edition, we plan to invite other schools to contribute to future editions.
Aliyah Giga raises the importance of predictive analytics, the analysis of "big data" to help predict future events with increasing granularity, especially in the context of more exacting resource allocation processes. This supports improved integration of the health system and, additionally, leads to better operational efficiency, more productivity, and improved population health.
Smith and co-authors similarly focus on health system improvements specifically in terms of more value for money using the example of Heart Failure (HF) in Ontario. They propose using the Porter model (which is comprised of six interdependent components) as a guide for health leaders to address management of HF with a focus on patient outcomes. These principles, they note, may well have a more universal application.
Turning now to another specific example (child and adolescent mental health services), Barr et al. conducted a scholarly literature review to examine the economic impact on youth and their families when transitioning from child to adult services, an area in which there is a dearth of the literature. Importantly, they suggest that when continuity of care is poor, there are substantial financial impacts on youth and their families. They reinforce the need for policy reform and further research in this critical area of the health system. Balderrama and Longo take us into the world of smoking and the staggering economic impact on our Canadian health system. In this context, they review and analyze a number of variables used in the design of current smoking cessation programs and, more importantly, provide recommendations to assist health managers to design better need-based interventions.
Finally, Randall, Caggiano, and Al Kindi highlight current issues around genetic information, including its misuse. They review Canada's earlier lost opportunities and attempts around genetic non-discrimination legislation which have resulted in unclear direction for health managers. They review the Kingdon agenda setting framework to assist in identifying policy change opportunities and provide clearer direction moving forward.
Please join me in taking this opportunity to sincerely thank our DeGroote students for their thoughtful contributions. Collectively, they have identified many key issues facing our health system and leaders. They have made some excellent observations and recommendations as to how these issues could be mitigated to improve health services at the local, regional, provincial/territorial, and national levels. May you all enjoy wonderful and satisfying careers and we look forward to your contributions toward the continual improvement of our health system!
